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Course Specification

Description: Community and Political Theatre

Subject Cat-Nbr Class Term Mode Units Campus

THS 2002 14990 2, 2002 ONC 1.00 TWMBA

Academic Group: FOART
Academic Org: FOA006
HECS Band: 1
ASCED Code: 100103

STAFFING

Examiner: Janet McDonald
Moderator: Kate Foy

RATIONALE

This course explores the potential relationship between art and society within the Australian
and international contexts. Emphasis will be placed on community and political models
developed both in and outside Australia in order to explore their relevance and adaptation
capabilities to a range of economic, social and political circumstances within this country.

SYNOPSIS

This course focuses on a range of historical and recently developed theories and
methodologies with a community theatre and critical pedagogic relevance. Students will
investigate the structures and working applications of a range of political and cultural
activities from agitational propaganda, theatre of protest, and community-
improvisation-based theatre.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will have:

• a detailed understanding of the principles of theatrical production as applied to
community and politically generated performance material and based on a range
of historical and contemporary models.

• a working knowledge of the application of these skills and principles in both a
practical and written form.

• a basic knowledge of the logistical principles, and theatrical methods of practice
required to instigate and mount community and political theatre.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Political theatre theorists: Piscator, Meyerhold, Boal, Agitational
propaganda

0.00

2. Community theatre: Street Arts and Living Newspapers 0.00

3. Pedagogical theatre/didacticism 0.00

4. Collaborative theatre development 0.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Selected Readings packet from Bookshop.

Capelin, S (ed) 1995, Challenging the Centre: Two Decades of Political Theatre, Playlab
Press, Brisbane.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

To be advised during semester.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Others 137

Tutorials/Workshops 28

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

WORKSHOP PRESENTATIONS 15.00 15.00 Y 27 Sep 2002

DRAMA RSCH FOR LIVING
N'PAPER

20.00 20.00 Y 06 Sep 2002
(see note 2)

PRES OF THEATRICAL EVENT 30.00 30.00 Y 25 Oct 2002
(see note 3)

TEACHER'S NOTES 15.00 15.00 Y 01 Nov 2002
(see note 4)

PROJECT JOURNAL 20.00 20.00 Y 01 Nov 2002
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NOTES:

2. Dramaturgical Reseach for a Living Newspaper
3. Political Theatre Project - Devising & Presentation of Political/Collarboative

Issue-Based Theatrical Event
4. Creation of Teacher's Notes to accompany Presentation

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Final grade is determined on the basis of total points accumulated from each of the
designated projects.

2 Details of assessment to be provided in first class.
3 Given the nature of the practical projects for assessment and their collaborative

nature, students are strongly advised to attend classes, workshops and rehearsals.
4 (i) Assignments submitted after the due date, and without prior approval of an

extension from the examiner, will be penalised at the rate of 10% per working day
up to 5 days, after which a grade of zero will be awarded. (ii) Since it is a
requirement of the course that all items of assessment must be submitted any
assignments which are beyond the 5 working day limit will not receive a mark, but
must be of an acceptable standard. The assignments must be submitted by the end
of the semester assessment period.
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