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Examiner: Don McMillen
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RATIONALE

As a multicultural society with a predominantly European tradition, Australia is currently
challenged to re-assess and re-define its regional identity in Asia and the Pacific, and to
become more sensitive to the cultures and aspirations of adjacent countries. Australian
people, including those having professional qualifications and/or careers, will encounter
persons and cultures from Asia throughout their working and social lives. This course, and
its companion course AST 9001 "Seminar: Australia and Asia - Issues of Engagement"
offered in semester two, has been designed to prepare individuals in Australia for this
professional experience in a progressively in-depth fashion. It does so in terms of enhancing
their broad Social Science-based knowledge, their familiarity with relevant theoretical
perspectives, and their analytical and communicative skills. Thus, Courses AST9000 and
AST9001 both play an important role in providing students with appropriate context and
foundation for enhanced career performance as well as postgraduate study and research.

SYNOPSIS

Drawing upon a framework from the Social Sciences and starting from an appreciation of
the Australian context, the course provides information about, and analysis of, contemporary
issues, relationships and cross- cultural processes. The evolution of the "Australia
experience", the perceptions, role and impact of Australians in Asia and Asians in Australia,
will be examined. Particular attention will be given to the personal and social skills that
will facilitate Australia's role in the region, as well as to the personal and institutional
linkages which are essential to that role.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:
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• delineate the main geographical, historical and cultural features of the "Australian
experience", and compare/contrast that experience with those in the Asia/Pacific
region;

• outline the growth and dimensions of Australian involvement in and relationships
with the peoples and states of the Asia- Pacific region, especially as they provide
a backdrop to more contemporary processes of globalisation;

• identify and explain the factors working towards the growing interdependence of
Australia and Asia;

• explain the literary and media perspectives, as well as the respective roles and
impacts of Australians in Asia, and of Asians in Australia;

• display an appreciative conceptual and empirical understanding of other cultural
traditions;

• demonstrate a general awareness of various personal and social skills practised in
other regional cultures; and

• demonstrate a general understanding of the major issues which have dominated
Australia-Asia relationships.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Globalising Communities: Australia and Asia (1) 10.00

2. Contexts: - "Place" and the Tyrannies of Distance and Proximity" (1)
-Historical Overview Evolving Perceptions, Identities and Policy
Frameworks (2) -From Exclusiveness to Involvement to Engagement (1)

20.00

3. Literary and Media Perspectives (3) 20.00

4. Evolving Relationships: - Australian Foreign policy and Asia (1) -
Regional Security Relationships (1) - Australia and ASEAN (1) - Australia
and Indonesia (1) - Australia and China (1) - Australia and Japan (1)

50.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Please note that virtually identical course textbooks and recommended readings have been
selected for both Courses AST9000 and AST9001 on the basis of their multidisciplinary
and critical treatment and broad coverage of topics/issues and theoretical perspectives of
the content. However, some individual topics have specified required readings not drawn
from the texts but from scholarly publications, journals and periodicals and various
government reports.

Baylis, J. & Smith, S. (eds) 2001, The Globalization of World Politics: An Introduction to
International Relations, 2nd edition, Oxford University Press, London/New York.

Capling, A., Considine, M. & Crozier, M. 1998, Australian Politics in the Global Era,
Addison, Wesley Longman, Sydney.
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McGillivray, M. & Smith, G. (eds) 1997, Australia and Asia, Oxford University Press,
Melbourne.

Scholte, J.A. 2000, Globalization: A Critical Introduction, Macmillan, London.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Relevant Internet Sources- the "Course Outline" to be distributed in the seminar will provide
details.

Amstutz, M.R. 1999, International Conflict and Cooperation: An Introduction to World
Politics, 2nd edition, McGraw-Hill College, Boston.

Bishop, B. & McNamara, D. (eds) 1997, Asia-Australia Survey, 1997-98, Macmillan Press,
Melbourne.

(Two earlier editions of this work)

Cotton, J. & Ravenhill, J. (eds) 1997, Seeking Asian Engagement: Australia in World Affairs
1991-95, Oxford University Press, Melbourne.

Leaver, R. & Cox, D. (eds) 1997, Middling, Meddling, Muddling: Issues in Australian
Foreign Policy, Allen & Unwin, Sydney.

Mackerras, C. (ed) 2000, Eastern Asia: An Introductory History, 3rd edition, Longman,
Sydney.

McMillen, D.H. (ed) 1997, Globalisation and Regional Communities: Geoeconomic,
Sociocultural and Security Implications for Australia, USQ Press, Toowoomba.

Mediansky, F.A. (ed) 1997, Australian Foreign Policy: into the New Millenium, Macmillan
Education, Melbourne.

Milner, A. (ed) 1996, Comparing Cultures, Oxford University Press, London.

Robison, R. (ed) 1996, Pathways to Asia: The Politics of Engagement, Allen & Unwin,
Sydney.

Smith, G., Cox, D. & Burchill, S. 1996, Australia in the World: An Introduction to Australian
Foreign Policy, Oxford University Press, London.

Trood, R. & McNamara,D. (eds) 1996, Asia-Australia Survey, 1996-97, Macmillan Press,
London/Melbourne.

(And earlier volumes)

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Examinations 2

Private Study 135

Seminars 26
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

PAPER 1 - LITERATURE
CRITIQUE

30.00 30.00 Y 04 Mar 2003
(see note )

MAJOR PAPER 2 - 2000 WORDS 40.00 40.00 Y 23 May 2003

EXAM -2 HOURS 30.00 30.00 Y END S1
(see note )

NOTES:

. Due date for the Literature Critique will be advised after consultation with students.

. Exam dates will be advised after the timetable has been finalised.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Students are strongly advised to attend all seminar sessions on campus and to
participate actively in discussions and related work.

2 All items of summative assessment must be completed and submitted by specified
due dates in order for a student to be eligible for a passing grade in this course.

3 Assignments submitted after the due date, and without prior approval of an extension
from the examiner, will be penalised at the rate of 10% per working day for the
first 5 days late, after which a grade of zero will be awarded.

4 The final grade is based on summative total of all items of assessment. The final
mark will be based upon the total accumulated points for all items of assessment,
as follows: HD = 100-90; A = 89-80; B = 79-66; C = 65-50; F = 49-0.
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