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RATIONALE

With the broad acceptance of inclusive education as the guiding principle for the delivery
of education in early childhood settings and primary classrooms, educators are faced with
the challenge of reviewing, and, where necessary, modifying their practices to ensure that
all students in their classes are provided with an appropriate education. While the need for
adaptive responses is not new, the demands of providing a truly inclusive curriculum require
a more insightful and flexible approach to how education is planned, organised and delivered.

SYNOPSIS

In this course preservice educators are guided through the process of reviewing curriculum
content, educational methods and strategies in early childhood settings and primary
classrooms, with the view to determining what adaptations and modifications are necessary
to accommodate students from diverse backgrounds and with a wide variety of social and
learning needs. Particular attention is given to helping students expand their educational
repertoires to better enable them to respond to the demands of teaching in heterogeneous
educational environments. While the course will emphasise adaptations and strategies for
students with high incidence disabilities (students with learning disabilities /difficulties,
AD/HD and mild intellectual impairment), this will be done in the context that educators
will need to demonstrate the flexibility necessary to address the full range of student diversity
they will inevitably be confronted.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course students will be able to:
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• Devise a framework for the review of curriculum, management and educational
practices aimed at identifying areas where adaptations and modifications are
necessary to accommodate the needs of diverse groups of students.

• Acquire a knowledge and understanding of a variety of educational strategies and
methods known to be effective with students experiencing learning problems and
related adjustment difficulties.

• Respond to a series of case studies and scenarios of student diversity with
appropriate curriculum, organisational and educational plans aimed at catering for
the variety of student needs presented.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Student Diversity & Heterogeneity 5.00

2. A Framework for Providing Inclusive Education 10.00

3. The Challenge of Curriculum Adaptations & Modifications 10.00

4. Organisation & Management in Educational Settings 10.00

5. Methods & Strategies for Students with Disabilities (LD, AD/HD & II)
& Special Needs

50.00

6. Responding Flexibly: Case Studies & Scenarios 15.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Westwood, P. 2002, Commonsense Methods for Children with Special Needs, 4th edition,
Routledge Falmer, London.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Cole, P. & Chan, L. 1990, Methods and Strategies for Special Education, Prentice Hall,
New York.

Rodis, P., Garrod, A. & Boscardin, M.L. 2001, Learning Disabilities & Life Stories, Allyn
& Bacon, Boston.
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STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assignments 14

Directed Study 60

Lectures 12

Private Study 50

Tutorials or
Workshops

24

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

ASSIGNMENT 1 40.00 40.00 Y 04 Mar 2003
(see note )

ASSIGNMENT 2 60.00 60.00 Y 04 Mar 2003
(see note )

NOTES:

. Examiner to advise.

. Examiner to advise.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 When there is more than one marker for a single item of assessment, the results
will be moderated

2 Marking criteria are provided in course material as mark sheets/guides or as part
of assignment specifications.

3 Summative assessment items will be graded: HD, A, B, C, F or I.
4 Course grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result for each

summative assessment item. Any ungraded assessment item will receive a Pass,
Fail or Incomplete.

5 Each assessment items must be submitted and passed.
6 Assignments submitted after the due date may be penalised in accordance with the

University policy on assignments.
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