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RATIONALE

Before considering how to teach a second language effectively thought needs to be given
to the nature of language itself and the various ways meaning is communicated. The levels
of phonology, morphology, syntax and pragmatics provide meaning beyond just that of
lexis. This knowledge which we have all internalised as we acquired our first language,
needs to be made explicit when we approach the language class and learners of a second
language. Teachers also need to be aware of the ways language is rooted in society and
gives identity to speakers of various dialects. In teaching a second language effectively,
teachers need to know how learning takes place, what factors facilitate or retard learning
and how individual differences, cognitive and affective, can determine the rate and eventual
attainment of a second language. Teachers need to be able to communicate in the LOTE
and use English competently as they teach; they also need to know about the route of second
language development, in relation to first language learning, how it can be described and
therefore evaluated.

SYNOPSIS

This course covers: Introduction: What is language? The various components of language:
the sounds of language (phonetics) the sound patterns of language (phonology) the meanings
of language (morphology, semantics, pragmatics) the sentence patterns of language (syntax)
the meanings of language at discourse level Language varieties and Language in society
and culture. What are the issues in learning and teaching second languages for second
language acquisition (SLA)? Differences between first and second language learning; role
of errors in second language learning; the route in development of learning a second
language; individual differences and effects on attainment rates and levels of proficiency;
how a second language can be communicated. Selected Readings
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OBJECTIVES

At the end of this course students will have:

• An understanding of the nature of linguistic communication;
• An elementary working facility with phonetics and transcription;
• Knowledge of morphology;
• Insight into the nature of grammar and grammars;
• Understanding of the social aspects of language;
• Examined a range of factors which affect language learning;
• Distinguished between first language acquisition and second language learning

skills;
• Discussed ways errors affect second language learning;
• Examined models of second language teaching;
• Investigated current research into second language learning and teaching;
• Shown insight of a personal nature into the issues studied by regularly writing up

a diary of learning experiences about the nature of language and second language
learning and teaching.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Introduction: Language and Language Learning 10.00

2. Phonetics 6.00

3. Phonology 4.00

4. Morphology 10.00

5. Semantics and Pragmatics 10.00

6. Dialects, Style, Register 5.00

7. First Language Acquisition 10.00

8. Issues in Second Language Acquisition for Learners and Teachers 10.00

9. Second Language Learning Models 10.00

10. What Errors Tell Us About Second Language Learning 10.00

11. Individual Differences and Second Language Learning Strategies 10.00

12. Communicative Approach to Learning and Using a Second Language 5.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Littlewood, W. 1984, Foreign and Second Language Learning: Language - Acquisition
Research and Its Implications for the Classroom, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Yule, G. 1996, The Study of Language, 2nd edition, Cambridge University Press, New
York.
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STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 30

Directed Study 40

Examinations 3

Lectures 42

Private Study 40

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

PARTICIPATION IN SESSIONS 5.00 5.00 Y 04 Mar 2003
(see note )

ASSIGNMENT - 1000 WORDS 10.00 10.00 Y 26 Mar 2003

DIARY (1) L2 LEARNING
FEATURES

5.00 5.00 Y 26 Mar 2003

ASSIGNMENT - 2000 WORDS 25.00 25.00 Y 09 May 2003

DIARY (2) L2 LEARNING
FEATURES

5.00 5.00 Y 09 May 2003

EXAMINATION 3 HOURS 50.00 50.00 Y END S1

NOTES:

. Examiner to advise.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Maintaining proficiency in a LOTE or keeping abreast of local ESL needs.
2 Summative assessment items will be given a numerical score.
3 Course Grades will be calculated by aggregating the weighted result or numerical

score for each summative assessment item.
4 Each assessment item must be passed.
5 If assignments are submitted after the due date without an approved extension of

time, a penalty of 5% of the mark awarded by the examiner for the assessment item
will apply for each day late.

6 80% attendance is expected.
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