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SYNOPSIS

It is assumed that students will come into this course with a sound knowledge of normal
child development and theories of human development. The course will expand upon that
basic knowledge in an exploration of how the infant develops into a fully functioning
member of human society. There will be a focus in three areas: (1) cognitive/perceptual
development; (2) social development, including the importance of others (particularly
family members) in the process; (3) development of language and conversational skills.
Each of these areas will be examined in relation to the child's growing awareness of self-the
"I"-and the concurrent development of interactional and pro- social/moral behaviours. There
also will be discussion about the sometime failure of development of these skills. The course
will continue through middle and late childhood to early adolescence.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• demonstrate an understanding of the principal cognitive, social/ethical, and
behavioural developments and changes that occur in infancy and childhood;

• demonstrate an understanding of how these changes and newly acquired skills
relate to the child's understanding of what it means to be a functioning member of
human society - i.e., what it means to be an agentive self, an "I";

• conduct a research/clinical interview with a child, and interpret and present the
results.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Cognitive/perceptual development 25.00

2. Language/communication skills development 15.00

3. Social/moral development 30.00

4. Conducting and writing up a research/clinical interview 30.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Ginsburg, H.P 1997, Entering the child's mind: the clinical interview in psychological
research and practice, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Schaffer, H.R 1996, Social development, Blackwell, Oxford.

Siegler, R.S 1998, Children's thinking, 3rd edition, Prentice Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Child Development,

Developmental Psychology,

, , Journal of Moral Education,

Astington, J.W 1993, The child's discovery of the mind, Harvard University Press,
Cambridge, MA.

Bloom, L 1993, The transition from infancy to language: acquiring the power of expression,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Ferrari, M. & Sternberg, R.J. (Eds) 1998, Self-awareness: its nature and development,
Guilford Press, New York.

Fletcher, P. & MacWhinney, B. (Eds) 1995, The handbook of child language, Blackwell,
Oxford.

Gauvain, M. & Cole, M. (Eds) 1997, Readings on the development of children, 2nd edition,
W.H. Freeman, New York.

Mitchell, P. & Riggs, K.J. (Eds) 2000, Children's reasoning and the mind, Psychology
Press, Hove.

Nelson, K 1996, Language in cognitive development: emergence of the mediated mind,
Cambridge University Press, Cambridge.

Rich, J.M. & DeVitis, J.L. (Eds) 1994, Theories of moral development, 2nd edition, Charles
C. Thomas, Springfield, IL.
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Shatz, M 1994, A toddler's life: becoming a person, Oxford University Press, Oxford.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 60

Directed Study 52

Examinations 3

Private Study 50

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

RESPONSES TO READINGS 10.00 10.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

RESEARCH/CLINICAL
INTERVIEW PA

30.00 30.00 Y 20 Oct 2003

3HR CLOSED EXAMINATION 60.00 60.00 Y END S2
(see note )

NOTES:

. Refer to the Examiner for information about these due dates. Ongoing in Semester.

. Examination dates will be available during the Semester. Please refer to the
examination timetable when published.

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
It is the student's responsibility to participate actively in all scheduled workshops
and Web-based activities and to study all course materials, so as to be informed of
all course academic and administrative activities and policies, and to maximize
his/her chance of meeting the objectives of the course.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
The student must obtain at least 50% of the marks available on each of the
assessment items (reading responses, exam, paper).

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
An assignment that is submitted after the due date without an extension approved
by the Examiner, will draw a penalty of 20 percent of the available marks for each
day (or part thereof) that the assignment is late. (For example, an assignment that
is submitted three days late will be penalized 60% of the available marks.)

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a pass in this course, the student must: (1) obtain an overall mark
of at least 50%; (2) obtain at least 50% of the marks available on each of the
assessment items (reading responses, exam, paper).

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
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The final grade will be determined by the addition of the marks obtained on each
assignment and the examination, weighted as indicated in the Assessment Details.

6 Examination information:
In a Closed Examination, candidates are allowed to bring only writing and drawing
instruments into the examination.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
Supplementary examinations will not be offered in this course. A request for a
deferred mid-term examination will be considered only if the student has obtained
at least 60% of the marks on the weekly reading responses to that date. If a deferred
exam is granted, it will be held during the examination period at the end of the
semester. NOTE: A deferred exam will be granted only under the most exceptional
of circumstances.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6. Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 Reading Responses: Each week, the student will be required to post on the course
discussion group Website a 1-2 page response to a discussion question posted by
the Examiner.

10 The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must despatch the
assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the despatch
date, if requested by the Examiner.

11 Students must retain a copy of each item submitted for assessment. This must be
produced within two days if required by the Examiner.

12 The Faculty will normally only accept assessments that have been written, typed
or printed on paper-based media.
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