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STAFFING

Examiner: Graeme Senior
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PRE-REQUISITES

Co-requisite: PSY8010

OTHER-REQUISITES

"Only available to students enrolled in the MPsych or DPsych in Psychology".

RATIONALE

There are several areas of assessment that are appropriate to generalist practice. The
skills-based competencies of this course will enable the student to contribute to individual
assessments with an appreciation for work in multi-disciplinary settings, cultural differences
and personal competencies.

SYNOPSIS

This course aims to provide students with a broad understanding of approaches to assessing
individual behaviour through the use of standardised tests. Students will develop expertise
in skills pertinent to general clinical practice.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• inspect appropriate methods, tools, and approaches with an awareness of ethical
issues in the conduct and use of assessments;

• interpret assessments conducted and make recommendations regarding intervention;
• compare the operating characteristics of different tests and consider the implications

for test selection and interpretation;
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• utilise knowledge of the clinical judgement literature to enhance assessment
practices;

• communicate results of assessments to multidisciplinary teams and clients;

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Generalist assessment skills 100.00

1.1. - ethical issues in the conduct and use of assessment - overview of
formal techniques currently in use with adults - methods to assess
cognitive/intellectual, psychosocial, and behavioural problems.

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Greene, R.L 2000, The MMPI-2. An Interpretive Manual, 2nd edition, Allyn & Bacon,
Boston.

Sattler, J.M., & Ryan, J.J 1999, Assessment of Children: WAIS-3 Supplement, 3rd edition,
Jerome M Sattler Publisher, San Diego.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Handouts and other recommended readings will be distributed during the semester.

Journals

Psychological Assessment; The Clinical Neuropsychologist; Journal of Clinical Psychology;
Assessment; Archives of Clinical Neuropsychology

Butcher, J.N 1999, A Beginners Guide to the MMPI-2, American Psychological Association,
Washington DC.

Graham, J.R 1999, MMPI-2. Assessing Personality and Psychopathology, 3rd edition,
Oxford University Press, New York.

Gregory, R.J 1999, Foundations of Intellectual Assessment. The WAIS- 3 and Other Tests
in Clinical Practice, Allyn and Bacon, Boston.

Kaufman, A.S 1990, Assessing Adolescent and Adult Intelligence, Allyn & Bacon, Boston.

Kaufman, A.S. & Lichtenberger, E. 1999, Essentials of WAIS-3 Assessment, John Wiley
& Sons, New York.

Lezak, M.D 1995, Neuropsychological Assessment, 3rd edition, Oxford University Press,
New York.
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Mitrushina, M.N., Boone, K.B. & D'Elia, L.F 1999, Handbook of Normative Data for
Neuropsychological Assessment, Oxford University Press, New York.

Spreen, O. & Strauss, E 1998, A Compendium of Neuropsychological Tests, 2nd edition,
Oxford University Press, New York.

Vanderploeg, R.D 1993, Clinician's Guide to Neuropsychological Assessment, Erlbaum,
New Jersey.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Private Study 134

Tutorial 36

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CASE REPORT 1 20.00 35.00 Y 13 Jun 2003

CASE REPORT 2 21.00 40.00 Y 13 Jun 2003

TEST PAPER 18.00 25.00 Y 13 Jun 2003

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
It is the students' responsibility to attend and participate appropriately in all activities
(such as lectures, tutorials, laboratories and practical work) scheduled for them,
and to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by them to
maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course and to be informed
of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assignments satisfactorily, students must obtain at least
50% of the marks available for each assignment.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval then a
penalty of 1% of the total marks gained by the student for the assignment will apply
for each working day late.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of receiving a passing grade a student must submit all of the
summative assessment items and achieve at least 50% of the available weighted
marks for those items.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted aggregate
of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment items in
the course.
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6 Examination information:
There is no examination in this course.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
There will be no Deferred or Supplementary examinations in this course.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6. Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 The due date for assessments is the date by which a student must despatch an
assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the despatch
date, if requested by the Examiner. In accordance with the University's Policy on
Assessment, the Examiner of a course may grant an extension of the due date of
an assignment in extenuating circumstances. This policy may be found in the USQ
Handbook, the Distance Education Study Guide and the Faculty of Sciences'
Orientation Handbook for new on-campus students. All students are advised to
study and follow the guidelines associated with this policy.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 Students are required to be able to access the Internet and in particular the course
website at http:/www.usq.edu.au/users/senior.

2 The course has 4 WORKSHOPS throughout the semester.
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