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SYNOPSIS

This course develops an understanding of, and practice in, design for the theatre. Students
will be introduced to the history, theory and practice of stage design and the role of the
designer in professional theatre. Practical skills undertaken include use of a scale rule,
elementary technical drawing and design rendering, drawing and reading a ground plan
and working drawings, elementary set model construction, visual research, and a study of
the effects of light on forms in space.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will be able to:

• demonstrate basic knowledge, of and practical skills in the specified areas of stage
design

• demonstrate a knowledge, of and practical ability in visual research, scale reading,
technical drawing, techniques of rendering and model making in a set project.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The history of stage design 10.00

2. The role of the designer 10.00

3. Elements of design 40.00

4. Introduction to model making 40.00
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TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Scale rule including a scale of 1:25

2B pencils

Fine-tipped felt marking pens

Poster colours, balsa wood and quality illustration board as required

Stanley or similar quality hobby knife

Metal rule or straightedge

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Aronson, A 1985, American Set Design, Theatre Communications Group, Inc. New York.

Goodwin, J (ed) 1989, British Theatre Design - The Modern Age, Weidenfeld & Nicholson,
London.

Miller, J 1986, Subsequent Performances, Faber & Faber, London.

Nelms, H 1970, Scene Design - A Guide to the Stage, Dover, New York.

Parker, W O & Wolf, R C 1996, Scene Design and Stage Lighting, 7th edition, Harcourt
Brace, Fort Worth.

Payne, D R 1976, The Materials and Craft of the Scenic Model, University of Illinois Press,
Carbondale.

Pecktal, L 1975, Designing and painting for the Theatre, Holt, Rinehart & Winston, New
York.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Assessment 1

Directed Study 125

Lectures 13

Tutorial 26
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ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

CLASS/WORKSHOP PART. 25.00 25.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

MID-SEM REVIEW MAJOR
ASSIGN

25.00 25.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

FINAL PRES. OF MAJOR PROJ 50.00 50.00 Y 22 Jul 2003
(see note )

NOTES:

. Further details about the due dates are provided to students at the first class meeting
for the term.

. Further details about the due dates are provided to students at the first class meeting
for the term.

. Further details about the due dates are provided to students at the first class meeting
for the term.

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
It is the students' responsibility to attend and participate appropriately in all activities
(such as lectures, tutorials, laboratories and practical work) scheduled for them,
and to study all material provided to them or required to be accessed by them to
maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course and to be informed
of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assessment items satisfactorily, students must obtain at
least 50% of the marks available for each assessment item.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval, then a
penalty of 10% of the total marks available for the assignment will apply for each
of the first FIVE working days late, after which a zero mark will be given.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a passing grade, students must demonstrate, via the summative
assessment items, that they have achieved the required minimum standards in
relation to the objectives of the course by obtaining at least 50% of the total
weighted marks for all summative assessment.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted aggregate
of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment items in
the course.

6 Examination information:
There is no exam for this course.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
Not applicable
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8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6 Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/SECARIAT/calendar/Part5/ or in the printed version of the
current USQ Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 (a) The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must lodge the
assignment at the USQ. (b) Students must retain a copy of each item submitted for
assessment. This must be produced within five days if required by the Examiner.
(c) In accordance with University's Assignment Extension Policy (Regulation
5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an extension of the due date of an
assignment in extenuating circumstances such as documented ill-health. (d) Students
who have undertaken all of the required assessments in the course but who have
failed to meet some of the specified objectives of the course within the normally
prescribed time may be awarded the temporary grade: IM Incomplete-Makeup).
An IM grade will only be awarded when, in the opinion of the examiner, a student
will be able to achieve the remaining objectives of the course after a period of
non-directed personal study. (e) Students who, for medical, family/personal, or
employment-related reasons, are unable to complete an assignment or sit for an
examination at the scheduled time, may apply to defer an assessment in the course.
Such a request must be accompanied by appropriate supporting documentation.
One of the following temporary grades may be awarded: IDS (Incomplete - Deferred
Examination; IDM (Incomplete Deferred Make-up); IDB (Incomplete - Both
Deferred Examination and Deferred Make-up).
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