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SYNOPSIS

This course will introduce students to research methodology, as well as data collection and
analytical methods that they might use to help construct their Honours research projects.
It will also examine the institutional and everyday practices of writers/authors, directors,
performers and spectators in theatre and drama.

OBJECTIVES

On successful completion of this course students will have achieved:

• an advanced understanding of a diverse range of methodological tools (qualitative)
used in the analysis of dramatic text, theatrical performance, and theatrical practice.

• expertise in applying theory and methodology to analyse the theatrical phenomenon
(dramatic text, rehearsal process and performance)

• use of qualitative data gathering and data storage methods for accessing information.
• the development of a research topic for Honours dissertation.

TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. Constructing Honours Research topic 20.00

2. Interpretivist and Reflective practice methdology 20.00

3. Writing detailed/authentic field notes and interview transcriptions 20.00

4. Ethical issues in drama/theatre research 20.00

5. Performance analysis techniques and theories 20.00
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TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

Books can be ordered by fax or telephone. For costs and further details use the 'Book Search'
facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au by entering the author or title of the text.

Relevant articles and theoretical readings will be provided in class.

REFERENCE MATERIALS

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Aston, E and Savona, G 1991, Theatre as Sign-System, Routledge, New York.

Carlson, M 1996, Performance: A Critical Introduction, Routledge, New York.

Carlson, M 1993, Theories of the Theatre: An Historical and Critical Survey from Greeks
to the Present, Cornell UP, Ithaca NY.

(Expanded edition.)

Glesne, C and Peshkin, A 1999, Becoming Qualitative Researchers: An Introduction, 2nd
edition, Longman, New York.

Reinelt, J and Roach, J K 1992, Critical Theory and Performance, University of Michigan
Press, Ann Arbor.

Stern, C S and Henderson, B 1993, Performance Texts and Contexts, Longman, New York.

Taylor, P (ed) 1996, Researching Drama and Arts Education: Paradigms and Possibilities,
Falmer Press, London.

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS

ACTIVITY HOURS

Private Study 137

Seminars 28

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks Out of Wtg(%) Required Due Date

RESEARCH EXERCISE/MLA 20.00 20.00 Y 03 Mar 2003
(see note )

HONS. DISSERTATION REVIEW 20.00 20.00 Y 03 Mar 2003
(see note )

FIELD NOTE/INTERVIEW
TRANSCRIP

20.00 20.00 Y 03 Mar 2003
(see note )

RESEARCH PROPOSAL 20.00 20.00 Y 03 Mar 2003
(see note )

ANALYSIS OF PERFORMANCE 20.00 20.00 Y 03 Mar 2003
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(see note )

NOTES:

. Further details and due dates for assessment will be advised on the first day of
class. Assessment may be subject to changes in accordance with available projects.

. Further details and due dates for assessment will be advised on the first day of
class. Assessment may be subject to changes in accordance with available projects.

. Further details and due dates for assessment will be advised on the first day of
class. Assessment may be subject to changes in accordance with available projects.

. Further details and due dates for assessment will be advised on the first day of
class. Assessment may be subject to changes in accordance with available projects.

. Further details and due dates for assessment will be advised on the first day of
class. Assessment may be subject to changes in accordance with available projects.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

1 In view of the Objectives and the development of skills that they entail, students
are strongly advised to attend all classes. Failure to do so may result in an eventual
Fail grade as it may prove impossible to complete the assessment tasks central to
this course. Depending upon the reasons for inadequate performance of assessment
tasks, additional make-up work may be set if students are able to substantiate
frequent absences or absences of more than two consecutive classes via a medical
certificate.

2 Final grades are determined on the basis of the total accumulated points.
3 STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS: Seminars/Lectures 28 hours; Private

Study 137 hours.
4 Students may be required to view theatrical performances and attend workshops

outside of class time.
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