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SYNOPSIS

This course focuses on creative writing and structuring as a means for extending the student's
imaginative and conceptual approach to digital production. On completing this course,
students will be able to structure multimedia content for CD-ROM and online delivery.
Students are encouraged to explore the effects that interactivity and non-linearity have on
the creation of meaning in these works, in terms of Information design, Interaction design
and Interface design. Topics to be covered include Hypertextuality and Narrative,
Navigational Structures, Informational Structures, Interactive Techniques and writing
methods. Attention will be paid to the issues of convergance and diversity in writing for
new media. The core of this course will be the emphasis placed on the student's own writing.
Students will generate scripts and diagrammatic outlines to develop a good understanding
of the writer's and reader's role in the New Media. The subject enriches the student's
comprehension of the creative process necessary to the generation of Interactive Multimedia

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course students should:

• recognise the role of the writer and reader in a multimedia team
• appreciate the structural complexities of non-linear storytelling
• be able to demonstrate confidence in writing in a variety of styles appropriate to

new media
• have demonstrable skills in appropriate presentation and formatting of scripts
• be able to edit and re-cast script material for new media
• be aware of cultural sensitivities in a gobal media market.
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TOPICS

Description Weighting (%)

1. The history of new media and the emerging role of the writer/designer
on a multimedia team.

5.00

2. Linear writing versus non-linear writing. Interactivity and content. 10.00

3. Building a structure for content: Interactive grammar, Mapping,
Flowcharting, Action diagrams, Use Case Models and Universal
Modelling Language.

10.00

4. Crafting audience-specific messages: Which new medium and what
message?

10.00

5. Writing for the Ear. 5.00

6. Convergance: impact of new technology on traditional media. 5.00

7. Revisiting writing forms - from print media to broadcast media to
writing for on-line publications.

10.00

8. Structuring, script layout, development, presentation and formatting. 5.00

9. Legal and ethical issues for writers on the Internet and in other new
media.

10.00

10. Narrative in Cyberspace : Interactive storytelling - is it possible? 10.00

11. Multiform Narrative with Morphemes and Variations. 10.00

12. UML as a scripting tool 10.00

TEXT and MATERIALS required to be PURCHASED or ACCESSED:

ALL textbooks and materials are available for purchase from USQ BOOKSHOP (unless
otherwise stated). Orders may be placed via secure internet, free fax 1800642453, phone
07 46312742 (within Australia), or mail. Overseas students should fax +61 7 46311743, or
phone +61 7 46312742. For costs, further details, and internet ordering, use the 'Textbook
Search' facility at http://bookshop.usq.edu.au click 'Semester', then enter your 'Course Code'
(no spaces).

Garrand, T. 2001, Writing for Multimedia and the Web, 2nd edn, Focal Press, Boston.

REFERENCE MATERIALS:

Reference materials are materials that, if accessed by students, may improve their knowledge
and understanding of the material in the course and enrich their learning experience.

Unified Modelling Language Resource Centre, www.rational.com/uml/index.jsp

Object Management Group, www.omg.org/uml/
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Bonime, A. & Pohlmann, C. 1998, Writing for New Media, John Wiley and Sons, New
York.

Graham, L. 1999, The Principles of Interactive Design, Delmar Publishers, Albany, NY.

Laurel, B. 1993, Computers as Theatre, Addison-Wesley, Reading, Mass.

Murray, J.H. 1998, Hamlet on the Holodeck: the Future of Narrative in Cyberspace, MIT
Press, Cambridge, MA.

Ryan, M.L. 2001, Narrative as Virtual Reality: Immersion and Interactivity in Literature
and Electronic Media, Johns Hopkins University Press, Baltimore.

Turkle, S. 1995, Life on the Screen: Identity in the Age of the Internet, Simon & Schuster,
New York.

Weizenbaum, J. 1996, Eliza - A Computer Program for the Study of Natural Language
Communication between Man and Machine,

STUDENT WORKLOAD REQUIREMENTS:

ACTIVITY HOURS

Directed Study 100.00

Private Study 65.00

ASSESSMENT DETAILS

Description Marks out of Wtg(%) Due date

SCRIPT PROJECT 100.00 40.00 07 May 2004

PORTFOLIO OF EXERCISES 100.00 40.00 14 Jun 2004

FINAL EXAM 100.00 20.00 END S1
(see note 1)

NOTES:

1. Exam dates will be advised when timetables are finalised.

IMPORTANT ASSESSMENT INFORMATION

1 Attendance requirements:
There are no attendance requirements for this external course. However, it is the
student's responsibility to study all material provided to them or required to be
accessed by them to maximise their chance of meeting the objectives of the course
and to be informed of course-related activities and administration.

2 Requirements for students to complete each assessment item satisfactorily:
To complete each of the assessment items satisfactorily, students must obtain at
least 50% of the marks available for each assessment item.

3 Penalties for late submission of required work:
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If students submit assignments after the due date without prior approval, then a
penalty of 10% of the total marks available for the assignment will apply for each
of the first FIVE working days late, after which a zero mark will be given.

4 Requirements for student to be awarded a passing grade in the course:
To be assured of a passing grade, students must demonstrate, via the summative
assessment items, that they have achieved the required minimum standards in
relation to the objectives of the course by obtaining at least 50% of the total
weighted marks for all summative assessment.

5 Method used to combine assessment results to attain final grade:
The final grades for students will be assigned on the basis of the weighted aggregate
of the marks (or grades) obtained for each of the summative assessment items in
the course.

6 Examination information:
The exam for this course is a CLOSED EXAMINATION, and candidates are
allowed to bring only writing and drawing instruments into the examination.

7 Examination period when Deferred/Supplementary examinations will be held:
Any deferred or supplementary examinations for this course will be held during
the next examination period.

8 University Regulations:
Students should read USQ Regulations 5.1 Definitions, 5.6. Assessment, and 5.10
Academic Misconduct for further information and to avoid actions which might
contravene University Regulations. These regulations can be found at the URL
http://www.usq.edu.au/corporateservices/calendar/part5.htm or in the current USQ
Handbook.

ASSESSMENT NOTES

9 (a) The due date for an assignment is the date by which a student must despatch
the assignment to the USQ. The onus is on the student to provide proof of the
despatch date, if requested by the Examiner. (b) Students must retain a copy of
each item submitted for assessment. This must be despatched to USQ within 24
hours if requested by the Examiner. (c) In accordance with University's Assignment
Extension Policy (Regulation 5.6.1), the examiner of a course may grant an
extension of the due date of an assignment in extenuating circumstances such as
documented ill-health. (d) Students who have undertaken all of the required
assessments in the course but who have failed to meet some of the specified
objectives of the course within the normally prescribed time may be awarded the
temporary grade: IM (Incomplete-Makeup). An IM grade will only be awarded
when, in the opinion of the examiner, a student will be able to achieve the remaining
objectives of the course after a period of non-directed personal study. (e) Students
who, for medical, family/personal, or employment-related reasons, are unable to
complete an assignment or sit for an examination at the scheduled time, may apply
to defer an assessment in the course. Such a request must be accompanied by
appropriate supporting documentation. One of the following temporary grades may
be awarded: IDS (Incomplete - Deferred Examination; IDM (Incomplete Deferred
Make-up); IDB (Incomplete - Both Deferred Examination and Deferred Make-up).

iv


